9S                               VENETIA.
Plantagenet excited by an extraordinary glass of wine. -Vcnetia alone remained dispirited. The Doctor made mock speeches and proposed toasts, and told Plantagenet that he nrast learn to make speeches too, or what would ha do when he was in the House of Lords ? And then Plan-tagenet tried to make a speech, and proposed' Venetia's health ; and then Venetia, who could not bear to hear her-self praised by him on such a day, the last day, burst into tears. Her mother called her to her side and consoled her, and Plantagenet jumped up and wiped her eyes with one of those very pocket-handkerchiefs on which she had em-broidered his cipher and coronet with her own beautiful hair. Towards evening Plantagenet began to experience the re-action of his .artificial spirits. The Doctor had fallen into a gentle slumber, Lady Annabel had quitted the room, Venetia sat with her hand in Plantngenet's on a stool by the fireside. Both were sad and silent. At last Venetia said, ' 0 Plantagenet, I wish I were your real sister ! Perhaps, when I see you again, you will forget this,' and she turned the jewel that was suspended round her neck, and showed him the inscription.
* I am sure when I see you -again, Venetia/ he replied, c the only difference will be, that I shall love you more than ever.'
* I hope so/ said Venetia.
c I am sure of it. Now remember what we are talking about. When we meet again, we shall see which of us two will love each other the most.'
* 0 Plantagencfc, I hope they will be kind to you at Eton.' 11 will make them.'
c And, whenever you are the least unhappy, you will write to us ?'
41 shall never be unhappy about anything but being av/ay from you. As for the rest, I will make people respect me ; I know what I am.'
'Because if they do not behave well to you, mamma could ask Dr. Masham to go and see you, and they will